Let it not be supposed for a moment that from the time patients enter an asylum, the relatives should cease paying attention to them, or abstain from all notice of their complaints. Better, no doubt, to give ample opportunities to friends to visit patients, and to see for themselves the accommodation afforded them, notwithstanding the sometimes unreasonable and vexatious complaints which result, than to favour a system of secrecy, and to throw difficulties in the way of visitation. It is proceedings like the following, of which anyone having the charge of the insane has a right to complain. A gentleman was admitted into Asylum, labouring under mania. At times he was quiet, and even reasonable. A few days after admission his wife had an interview with him, and they were allowed to meet in the parlour of the institution. The lady, on leaving, allowed her husband to walk out with her, unobserved, to her lodgings. When his flight was discovered, several attendants were sent in search of him, and they proceeded to the lodgings. The When the patient passed into a quiet condition, the wish of his wife that she should take charge of him herself was granted, and he was formally discharged. On the day appointed the lady came for him, but then, to the astonishment of herself, and indeed of others, he positively refused to go. After he had left the room she desired to speak to him again, but he answered that he was smoking a cigar and could not see her. When we tried to persuade him to converse with her, he began to talk at random and was much excited. His wife wasacutely pained, and probably realised more than she had done before, how injudiciously she had acted in inducing him to leave the asylum.
(To be continued.)
